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Praise

Read Ps 48:9 - “O Lord, we meditate on your
unfailing love as we worship you.” Read Ps
30:10-12.

Care

Have each person choose one of the following

for sharing about their past week:

e What are you thankful for this week?

e What difficulties did you face this week?

e What would you ask from Jesus to do for
you this week?

Pray for each other’s needs.

Celebrate Faithfulness

Encourage loving accountability to obey Jesus.
Ask: “What happened as you trusted God with
your goals and ‘/ will by when’ statements?”

Motivation and Encouragement

Cast vision for who they can become in Christ or
what God can do through them.

Example: When we accept Christ our lives are
changed forever. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says,
anyone who belongs to Christ is a new creation,
the old life has gone and a new life has begun!
That's us! We are new creations and as we
follow Christ, our lives will continue to change to
be full of purpose and meaning. Let's encourage
each other with this truth as we journey together
in this new life.

PURSUE - SENT 6:7 FACILITATOR’'S GUIDE Pursue 2: GOD'S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS [LUKE 15:11-24]

Context

Those who are looked down on in society had
been responding to Jesus’ teaching. The
religious leaders (Pharisees) and the teachers of
the religious law didn’t like Jesus associating
with these people. So Jesus told a story about a
lost son to explain God’s heart towards sinners.
Read

o Luke 15:11-24

Discovery Discussion

e What caught your attention and why?

e What can we learn about God or people?

e How can we live differently in light of this
passage?

Retell the Story

e Read the story again and ask someone to
tell the story (retelling in our own words
helps us remember and share it with others
who might benefit from it).

Summary

Our heavenly Father is willing to forgive the sins
of His children. Our sin does not change the fact
that God is our Father. But sin does have
consequences and it does affect our fellowship
with God. 1 John 1:9 assures us, “If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all wickedness.”

T

Preparing

e Read and discuss for further study
Transferable Concept #2: How You Can
Experience God’s Love and Forgiveness .
Text or email the link for the article to your

group.

Pursuing

e Continue to pray for those you know that do
not yet know Jesus.

e Introduce the concept of Oikos Network
Mapping - watch the video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5az2L AtDDw
and use“Introducing Oikos to your Pursue
Group....”. This document is also found after
the reading.

e Have each one make their own Oikos map

e Download GodTools App

Praying

e Commit everyone’s applications/goals to the
Lord. Ask the Lord to help us be faithful to
what we are learning and use us to help
others.


https://youtu.be/D5az2LAtDDw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GKqsjaUFsCwnWweqb4t1hqxjoqvk2HAMowrRC3e0DtY/edit?usp=sharing
https://godtoolsapp.com/en/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qn1QZZMExZbV_aVQ3KW-nb-uf8zMKOVB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qn1QZZMExZbV_aVQ3KW-nb-uf8zMKOVB
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How to Experience
God’s Love and Forgiveness

There were deep lines on the young face staring out the
window of the train, lines that months of reliving a regretted space
in time had embedded as he had served his sentence in prison.
The green rolling hills and familiar pasturelands sped past until
there, in the distance, he recognized the three spires of the granary
in his hometown. A lump of terror sprung into his throat and
slithered down into his stomach. He would know soon. They were
just a few miles from his folk’s place on the outskirts of town.

He stroked the cover of the book lying open in his lap as if to
touch some remains of reality. The whole thing felt like a dream.
The last three years were swaddled in a haze. How could he have
done it? The shame his crime had brought his mother and father
was more than anyone should have to bear. How could they ever
forgive him?

And all the while the train rolled on, closer to what had once
been home for him....before. He knew when he wrote them that
he had no right, but he had asked them to leave a sign if they
could find it in their hearts to forgive him. Just a ribbon hanging
from the old oak tree in the backyard where his tire swing had
been all these years was all he needed. He only wanted to see them
once more and then he intended to move on, to spare them any
more shame and hurt. He would know in the next few minutes.

The palms of his hands were wet with perspiration; his mouth
was dry, and as much as he longed to know, he could not make
himself look out the window. What would he do if the ribbon was
not there?

“You all right, son?” The passenger next to him could not help
but notice the young mans tension. “Something I can do for you?”

“Yes, sit; there is,” he said. “Just past that bend is a big old oak
tree and, well, I know it sounds a little strange, but would you tell
me if you see a yellow ribbon in the tree somewhere? I, I just can’t
bring myself to look.”

The man nodded, and as the train rounded the bend he
began to smile. “Is it there?” the young man asked. “Can you see
the ribbon?”

“You'll have to look for yourself, son,” the man said. “You
wouldn't believe me if I told you.”

The young man slowly raised his head and stared in grateful
disbelief. The oak tree had blossomed into a bouquet of yellow
ribbons flying in the breeze from every branch. And against the
fence, a man and a woman waved at the passing train carrying
the son they loved.

There are Christians who, like this young man, live fearful
lives, missing that sparkle, that special dynamic they had
expected from Christianity. They don’t smile—they scowl. They
struggle. Burdens overwhelm them. Where is the peace Jesus
promised?, they wonder. What they really need is a renewed
perspective of the forgiveness that is ours in Christ.

These believers are painfully aware that something is
missing in their lives. Their Christianity reflects a self-inflicted
boredom. These people do not need scolding from well-
meaning Christian brothers and sisters. They do not need to
be convinced that life is empty and unfulfilling. What they do
need is to tap into their spiritual resources (e.g., love, peace and
forgiveness)—the missing ingredients their salvation can bring
to everyday lives. This is their rightful inheritance, available to
every believer.

Like the young man who saw the yellow ribbons, these
destitute believers simply need to understand how to reach out
and possess what is theirs and to discover that the secret for
knowing and experiencing forgiveness lies in being filled with
Godss Spirit.

But what do we tell someone whose Christianity is
colorless? What if you were struggling to find the love that
eluded you as a believer? Would it really be possible for another
Christian to present profound truths clearly enough for you to
grasp and apply them in your own life? Can one believer teach
another how to experience Christs limitless forgiveness for
themselves?

The answer is yes. Throughout our walk with Christ, we
repeatedly find rewarding benefits in practicing this concept.

Paul deals with this very topic in 1 Corinthians 2 and 3. He
explains why some believers lack joy and the power of the Holy
Spirit in their lives when he writes about the natural man, the
spiritual man and the carnal man.

The Natural Man

The Natural Man is one who depends on his own resources.
This person says, “T'll do it my way.” He is not a Christian and
therefore cannot truly grasp the truths of God’s Word. He is
self-sufficient. His interests and ambitions are worldly and
self-centered. Though he may appear to have his act together,
spiritually he is dead. (Death is our only birthright until we
invite Jesus into our lives.)

The Spiritual Man

The Spiritual Man is one who is born again into life
everlasting. This person realizes, I cannot make it on my own.
I admit that I need God. He is indwelt and guided by the
Holy Spirit, who makes it possible for him to understand the
truths of God’s Word. The spiritual man is alive! He has a vital
relationship with the Lord. And because he is a channel of the
Holy Spirit’s power, he is constantly bearing fruit.

The Carnal Man

The main topic of this chapter is the Carnal Man. Though
he is born again, he has not tapped into the rich inheritance
of his heavenly Father. Instead, he continues to live like a
condemned man. He often looks as if all is well. He may teach
Sunday School, pastor a church, or give years of his life in some
remote mission field leading others to Christ. But it is a cover-up.

The bottom-line reality is that a carnal man is defeated. If
he is honest, he will admit that his Christianity lacks real joy. He
is constantly frustrated. In desperation, he valiantly tries to live
a life pleasing to God, but instead of drawing on the source of
power, the Holy Spirit, he relies on his own energy and creativity
for the strength he needs, and he runs into problems.

Other things reflect the carnal man lifestyle. He may
attempt to hold tightly to God, but simultaneously refuse to
loosen his grasp on material, earthly things. He finds himself
possessed by his possessions. At the same time, he tries to tune-
in to spiritual matters. Jesus Himself said it is impossible to serve
two masters. Though the carnal man sincerely tries to please
God, he is spinning his spiritual wheels. Romans 8:7 explains
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why: “The old sinful nature within us is against God. It never
did obey God’s laws, and it never will” (The Living Bible).

Tremendous freedom comes wrapped up in this truth: It is
our faith in God that pleases Him, never our efforts, despite
our courageous attempts or heartfelt sincerity. Our only hope
for victory over this carnal tendency; is trusting Christ to live
His resurrection life in and through us. His forgiveness becomes
ours when we become His children. We only need to accept it—
a fact the Carnal Man does not comprehend.

The Carnal Man may not cling to his own strength simply
by choice. It's possible that he suffers from a lack of accurate
information, or he may be confused about who God really is
and what He can do in a persons life.

Consider the story of a poor immigrant who once bought
passage on a ship to the United States. He had only enough
money left over to buy a few crackers and a small block of
cheese which he rationed carefully over the first few days
of the voyage. But his hunger grew. He watched the ships
waiters dashing past him, carrying trays of succulent fruits and
vegetables, fat chickens and juicy steaks to the other passengers.
Finally the aromas overpowered his fears, and he stopped a
waiter.

“Please;” he begged the surprised man. “I am weak from
hunger. I'll do anything to earn a meal—clean rooms, swab
decks, wash dishes...”

“Did you stow away?,” the waiter asked. The man shook
his head. “Then why haven't you eaten? The price of your ticket
includes your meals. You've already paid for them. You only
have to come and eat!”

Do we live like spiritual stowaways when all the benefits
of a first-class passage are ours to claim? How sad to condemn
ourselves to cheese-and-cracker Christianity when Jesus invites
us to “come and dine” with Him at the table of honor.

Is it possible that you believe in God and have given Him
your life, yet you continue to live as though He does not exist?
Do you ask Him to guide, then move on as if He does not care
bout your life? Are you ready to make a change and begin to
draw on the incredible power of the Holy Spirit? He invites you
to come to that turning point right now.

All it takes is faith: trusting God to be just what He claims
to be. Jesus said we would be able to do even greater works than
He did if we believe that He means what He says (John 14:12).
Whatever we ask in His name, He says He will do (John 14:14).
You do not have to live a defeated, carnal, guilt-ridden life. You
have a choice.

Our loving Lord commands us to come away from our
carnality and become the fruitful witnesses He calls us to be
in John 15:16. The best part is that He Himself has both the
power and the desire to bring us to experiencing true love and
forgiveness in Him.

And so, as weak as our faith may be, we begin by placing it
in a trustworthy God. That is the first step toward growth. Like
a muscle, faith must be exercised if it is to become strong and
useful.

We are like the man moving with great caution across a
frozen lake in winter’s cold. At first, he fears his next step will
find him treading the black, freezing waters just below the
surface. But every step that holds his weight confirms and

increases his belief that the ice will hold his weight. When we
place our trust in God, the result will always be a stronger faith,
for the better we know Him, the more we know he deserves our
trust.

Other things—seemingly unimportant—have a surprising
effect on our faith as it is maturing. I had a memorable
demonstration of this one afternoon while playing with my
small son. It was his turn to operate the controls of his model
train set, and for several minutes we enjoyed the wonderful
little engine puffing around make-believe hills and valleys right
on schedule. Then, for no apparent reason, it stopped. He tried
the switch again but nothing happened. I took the little engine
off the tracks and checked the connections. I wiggled the plug
in the socket. Everything seemed to be as it should be, but the
train would not go. Then my son spied a felled traffic sign at a
crossing. Though not very big, it had fallen across the tracks,
connecting the positive and negative rails and bringing the train
to a stand still. The little sign had short-circuited the power.

Sin—even “unimportant” sin—can do the same thing in
the life of a Christian. It can never aftect God’s love for us. That
never changes! God loves us with an inexhaustible love. He
loves us, not just “when” or “if” we deserve His love, but even
when we are disobedient. One of my most moving discoveries
in my study of the Scriptures was the statement of our Lord in
His high-priestly prayer to God the Father, as recorded in John
17:23 (TLB): “..so that the world will know you sent me and
will understand that you love them as much as you love me”

Think of it: God loves you and me as much as He loves the
Lord Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son. Incredible! But true!
Though God hates sin and will chasten or punish His children
when we are disobedient, He never ceases to love us. “Whom
the Lord loves, He disciplines” (Hebrews 12:6). In fact, He
disciplines us because He loves us, not because He hates us. He
hates only our sin.

So, if we want His uninterrupted power flowing through
our lives, it is our responsibility to confess any known sin. Then
we can experience afresh God's forgiveness because of Jesus’
death in our place. Confession is as necessary and natural to the
normal Christian life as breathing is to our physical existence.

Spiritual Breathing
In fact, it is breathing—spiritual breathing. We “exhale” by
breathing out a confession to God, expelling the sin in our lives.
We “inhale” as we breathe in the Holy Spirit, appropriating his
fullness by faith. Spiritual breathing is a principle enabling us as
believers to live consistent Christian lives. It is the “breath of life”
Consider with me the principles of spiritual “exhaling” as
they apply to the Christian life. (We will discuss the process of
spiritual “inhaling” in the following chapter.) We read in 1 John
1:9, “If we confess our sins, He [God] is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
The word confess (in the Greek, homologeo) suggests agreement
with God concerning our sins. Confession is a threefold process:
1. Acknowledgment of our sin. We need to be specific about
our sin before God, and agree with Him that what we have
done is wrong, and grievous in His sight.
2. Acceptance of His forgiveness. We must also agree with God
that Jesus’ death on the cross bought the forgiveness we
need for all our sins—past, present and future. We must
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accept the fact that there is nothing we can add to what He
has done for us.

3. Repentance. We must repent, we must change our attitude
toward sinning. The Holy Spirit offers us the power we
need, and when we accept His power, our conduct will
change. Our sinful nature is no longer in charge. It is
powerless under the control of the Holy Spirit. We are once
again free to do what God wants us to do.

If you would like to breathe spiritually, there is a simple
exercise you can do right now that will help you.

Humble yourself before God and ask the Holy Spirit to
reveal to you sin that is in your life. With pencil and paper, list
every sin that He brings to mind. Give Him sufficient time to
show you the areas in your life which need change. Meditate
on Psalm 32:1-6, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test
my thoughts. Point out anything you find in me that makes you
sad” (TLB).

When you have completed your list, write across the top
the indelible promise of I John 1:9: If we confess our sins, He is

Jaithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all inrighteousness!

Now, destroy your list and thank God for His forgiveness
and cleansing through His Son’s death on the cross. His precious
blood was spilled for your sins.

Keeping the channels open for God’s power to flow
through our lives allows us to experience love and forgiveness
in our Christian walk. It is the ingredient that transforms
ordinary men and women into extraordinary, dynamic
disciples of Jesus Christ!

Application

1. What did you like best (what caught your attention)?

2. Why?

3. To whom should I pass along this information?

1 John 1:8-9 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no
place in our lives.

Ecclesiastes 7:20 There is not a righteous man on earth who
does what is right and never sins.

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will
not hear.

Lamentations 3:22-23 22 Because of the Lord's great love we
are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Psalm 66:18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord
would not have listened;

Romans 7: 15, 24, 25 151 do not understand what I do. For

what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 24 What
a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? 25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord

Adapted from The Transferable Concepts by Bill Bright. All rights reserved.
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OIKOS NETWORK LIST

Name of your accountability partner:

Participant's Network:
At Session 1, you will be asked to write down the name of your Accountability
Partner from this training.

At Session 2, you will be asked to write down the names of 2-3 Christians
whom you know from outside of this training - people of FAITH that could join
LAUNCH. (Guide = called, capable and motivated to train others.)

At Session 3, you will be asked to write down the names of 5-10 people who
are not yet followers of Jesus, but whom you come in contact with regularly.

non-believer

new believer

follower

guide

Total




Introducing Oikos to Your Pursue Group for the First Time

We all have a network of people that God sovereignly gave us where we live, work, learn and/or
play. Jesus gave us these relationships — to reach out to them with a Prayer-Care-Share
lifestyle.

Every week each participant in your groups will be encouraged to think and pray about people in
their OIKOS.

An oikos is one’s circle of influence (network) composed of family, friends, acquaintances,
colleagues & neighbors. Oikos (oikdcg) is the Greek word meaning “family, home or extended
household.” In relation to our mission, our oikos are a group of people with whom we share life.
This is the most natural & common environment for evangelism to occur. This network is where
God places us. God wants to use us among them.

Acts 16 provides an example of how relational networks were used to rapidly spread the gospel
in the early church. Read Acts 16:11-15 and Acts 16: 25-34.

In verses 11-15, Paul shares the gospel and Lydia comes to Christ. In v.15 we see that Paul is
baptizing Lydia’s entire household. This same thing happened with the jailer in 16:25-34. We
move from the scene of Paul talking with the jailer in v.31 to him sharing with the entire
household in v.32, and then in v.33 he is baptizing all of them.

Oikos evangelism is God’s natural bridge for sharing His supernatural message. We refer to this
as “the natural mode of evangelism.” It focuses on relationships as the means of sharing the
good news. In the basic model, non-believers see lives transformed which, in turn, is supported
by their testimony, and be used to convince others to follow Christ.

Watch a video about OIKOS. (4:00 min.)

e By the end of Session 4, our hope is that each of us will write down on our Oikos
Network List the names of 5-10 people who, in our opinion, are far from God
(non-churched/non-Christian).  These people are friends, neighbors, workmates,
relatives, clerks in stores, etc. If you don’t know their name, write a description of them
like “the lady who | buy vegetables from.”

e These are people we will pray for, show care to and trust God to eventually share the
gospel with them.

e Explain that they will have an accountability partner who will help them be accountable in
this process. Accountability format suggested: you will meet regularly by phone, in
person, or online.

e Choose an accountability partner and set a time to meet this week. Write the name of
your partner on the Qikos Network List.

Introducing Oikos to Your Pursue Group for the First Time 1


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vvtl3aqjoXnz4oR1-snzQNjgVWTFL9CHhFp1vj4rGcg/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/aQbmaKuT0Oo
https://e3partners.org/oikos-mapping/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qf5dvMcJchDo4Uy3qh9vuU1XdO8YVbi6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qf5dvMcJchDo4Uy3qh9vuU1XdO8YVbi6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qf5dvMcJchDo4Uy3qh9vuU1XdO8YVbi6/view?usp=sharing

Going on the Mission

e Explain how to write a clear Next Step Goal. Consider using this format: “I will
(do) by (when).”

e Have each person write a new Next Step Goal based on what they learned from the
activities and tell it to their small group. What one thing would that be for this session?
Share it with your coach, accountability partner or group later.

Motivation for Accountability

Obedience reflects faith, hope and love...obedience to Christ manifests our faith, our hope & our
love. Obedience makes us aware of the presence of faith, hope & love - shows the beauty of -
the strength and character of our faith, our hope and our love.

Romans 1:4 - 6: “... Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6
among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ...”

Romans 16:26: “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret
for long ages past, 26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to
obedience of faith; 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.”

We are called as bond-servants and delegates of Jesus Christ - set apart by the gospel of God
to bring about the obedience of faith.
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https://drive.google.com/a/cru.org/file/d/13nFw4ytOtpV_Yh56bv7HOb73PZWA-eAL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/cru.org/file/d/13nFw4ytOtpV_Yh56bv7HOb73PZWA-eAL/view?usp=sharing



